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Cover PicrurE: The parents of St. 
Benedict the Moor were Negroes 
from Africa, who had been brought 
as slaves to southern Sicily. He 
joined the Franciscan Order at 
Palermo as a Brother, later be- 
came the superior of the convent 
(!) and, when his term of office 
was completed, he returned to his 
humble tasks in the kitchen. St. 
Benedict died in Palermo, Italy on 
April 4, 1589. Veneration for him 
quickly spread through Italy, to 
Spain and Portugal, even to Bra- 
This year 
of the 


zil, Mexico, and Peru. * 
the Federated Provinces 
Third Order have adopted the St. 
Benedict the Moor Apostolate for 
Interracial Charity. Begun by the 
clerics of Holy Name Province 


(4), the St. Benedict the Moor 
Newsletter gives information on 
the progress of the program. For 
further information write to: Rev. 
Philip Marquard O.F.M., Suite 
1043, 29 South La Salle St., Chi- 


cago 2, Illinois. 
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Third Order Institute 


HE THIRD ORDER Annual Institute sponsored by the Executive 
oard will be held at Quincy College, Quincy, Illinois, opening Fri- 
ay evening, June 10, and closing Sunday evening, June 12. 

Tertiaries as well as directors and moderators are invited to par- 
ipate in this institute. It will cover study sessions on the historical 
ackground of the Third Order, proper methods of administration 
ad organization in line with the Third Order Constitution, and the 
irtiary’s use of the liturgy. 

Send all reservations to Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M. Central office, 
9 South LaSalle St., Chicago 2, Illinois. Twenty dollars will cover 
bod, lodging and registration fee. Every tertiary province and 
stive fraternity should send delegates to this tertiary leadership 
urse. It will give every delegate an opportunity to discuss and 
ormulate tertiary policies. 


New Central Headquarters of Third Order 
Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M., Executive Secretary of the Third 


rder of St. Francis in North America. has now been released by 
is Father Provincial to devote himself full time to the work of the 
hird Order of St. Francis. He has therefore transferred from 
Iverna Retreat House in Indianapolis and has established a Central 
‘eadquarters Office in Chicago. His residence is St. Peter’s Church 


1 Chicago’s Loop. 


Office: Residence: 

r. Philip Marquard O.F.M. St. Peter's Church 
Suite #1045 110 West Madison St. 
29 South LaSalle Chicago 2, Illinois 
Chicago 2, Illinois FRanklin 2-5111 


STate 2-9660 
Tertiary Leader Dies 


The Third Order lost a valiant advocate on February 13, 1960, in 
1e death of Father Basil Gummermann, O.F.M. Cap. Fr. Basil was 
1 declining health for the past five years; he was 83. 
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Fr. Basil was born in Kirmsees, Germany, on June 18, 187i 
He came to the U.S. at an early age, joined the Capuchins in 189 
and was ordained in 1902. | 

He was assigned to parish work, and he soon became an expe 
in parochial affairs. He was appointed guardian and pastor at se 
eral different friaries and parishes. His work in the Third Ord 
attracted attention, and he was appointed Commissary for the Tertiax 
Province of St. Joseph (10). He was largely responsible for d 
veloping the organization of his province, and authored an Officer 
Guide for the use of its membership, especially for the officers. | 

In 1936 he transferred from active parochial work and begay 
teaching Moral Theology, Pastorals and the Third Order to tif 
Capuchin seminarians at Marathon, Wis. He was at his best as ¥ 
teacher. During these years he had also been appointed to the Exec 
tive Board of the Third Order in the United States, and he wi 
elected Vice-Chairman of that Board immediately after the Loui 
ville Convention in 1937. His crowning work was the publicatia 
of the Handbook of the Third Order of St. Francis. Shortly after i 
appearance in 1947 this work was adopted as the official referen« 
work of the Third Order in the United States by the National Exec 
tive Board. At the present time, a second edition of Fr. Basil’s boal 
is being prepared, and is scheduled for appearance in 1960 or ear 
1961. 

When Fr. Basil could no longer make the trips to the meeting 
of the National Executive Board in 1950, he resigned his post am 
was succeeded by the late Fr. Conrad Polzer O.F.M. Cap. Fr. Baz 
continued teaching and writing until he was forced to give up é 
work in 1955. 

Perhaps no greater tribute could be paid to the work of Fr. Bad 
than to acknowledge that the policies and procedures which he ii 
troduced into his own province years ago, and which he outline 
so well in his Handbook, have become standard for the tertiary ¢ 
ganization in the United States. All tertiaries, and especially « 
tertiary leaders, are deeply indebted to the pioneer work of Fr. Ba: 


in the Third Order of St. Francis. R.I.P. 
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International Third Order Congress 


Munich, August 1-3, 1960 


I, RESPONSE TO the call and the ideals of St. Francis the tertiaries of t! 
world will meet in Munich during the International Eucharistic Congrd 
with its “Pro Mundi Vita” theme: “For the Life of the World.” The ides 
and the goals set by the congress are enormous and the task is a tremet! 
ous one to coordinate this great event. 
But from the beginning the greatest people took up the challer 

of St. Francis and put his ideals into operation in the Third Order Seculd 
(See page 100) 
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Significant Events 


HE ANNOUNCEMENT ON the “Newsletter” page that Fr. Philip Marquard 
; now been released to devote full time to the work of the Third Order 
significant for it indicates that a great deal of progress has been made 
the Third Order and that the volume of work connected with the Central 
ice is such that it precluded the previous arrangements of having an 
ecutive Secretary hold another full time job such as Fr. Philip has had 
+h as manager of Franciscan Herald Press until 1949 and then as director, 
yerior and retreat master at Alverna Retreat in Indianapolis until now. 
[he new Central Office, located in Chicago’s loop, is a symbol and a 
sage of the future. It comes at a time when a tremendous national effort 
being made to put the Hour of St. Francis on TV. This effort demands 
full cooperation of all the provinces and all fraternities and therefore 
ds the full coordination of the Central Office to effect the maximum 
ults. 

We are confident that with full time and resources available to the Ex- 
itive Secretary in a centrally located city, the national program, both 
raising the funds for the Hour of St. Francis TV and for the over-all 
motion of the Third Order at every level, will gradually achieve the 
ults which leaders of the Order have looked for and hoped for over the 
rs. 


IGHT NOW WE ARE concerned about the Hour of St. Francis TV promotion 
ram. Your editor had the opportunity to watch Fathers Hugh Noonan 
1 Karl Holtsnider at close range making one of the half-hour programs 
the Hour of St. Francis TV. We can only say that we wished every friar 
1 tertiary would have had the same opportunity to see the amount of 
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devotion and persistence that is brought to the production of these filmy 
and the (ofttimes) makeshift equipment which might have brought lesse 
men to admit defeat. There is the devoted implicity of Juanita Vaugh 
who has written many of the Hour’s radio programs, and who serves 4 
general office manager and fills in as a script girl during the filming of thi 
new TV shows. William de Diego, expert cameraman with the courteo 
gentleness of a Francis, but also with the cool decisiveness of a marksma 
aiming to hit the bull’s eye—perfection achieved! These come to mind. B 
there are so many others who must cooperate to make this program su 
cessful. 
Above all there are the 100,000 or more (or less?) tertiaries who mus 
realize that with every dollar given must go along the prayer for the sud 
cess of this venture to bring to the world the ideals and the spirit of S 
Francis. Dollars alone will not do it. Just as dollars alone have never savei} 
a soul. Salvation comes from the Cross. And sacrifice is demanded for every} 
bit of saving grace that comes into this world from the hands of God. Sij 
too with this giant endeavor of the Third Order of St. Francis to use thi 
modern medium of TV to bring to men’s minds and souls the charity an 
the courtesy and the kindness of St. Francis who can draw them to thi 
saving grace of Christ. 


W. HAVE SEEN the spirit of sacrifice and selflessness that has gone 
the production of the Hour of St. Francis films; we are looking for that 
same spirit of sacrifice from the tertiary body that must support that pre 
duction. We are, bluntly, looking for as many $25.00 a year pledges as pow 
sible to put the production of the films on a firm basis. And with the saer 
fice comes the blessings without which all will be in vain. “Unless the Lor 
builds the house, they labor in vain who build it!” 


—Mark HEGENER O.F.Mi 
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 


(From page 98) 5 
Queen Elizabeth of Hungary, the first sister to follow the Poverello it 
Germany; King Louis IX of France lived out a life as a king in the ranks 
of the Poverello; Christopher Columbus crossed the seas bearing in mind 
the Saint of Assisi. Dante Allighieri was St. Francis’s follower, as was als 
the renowned scientist Pasteur; also his very close imitator, the saintll7 
Cure of Ars. For more than 80 years all the popes have belonged to thi 
Third Order in unbroken succession: the great social-pope Leo XIII, whi 
revised the rule of the Third Order for modern times, the great pope cl 
the Eucharist, St. Pius X, Benedict XV, who strove for political and social 
peace, and Pius XI who wrote the beautiful encyclical on St. Francis t} 
commemorate the 700th anniversary of his death in 1926. Pope Pius XIl 
said on July 1, 1956, to the tertiaries of Italy: “Your Third Order will b? 
able to form a select detachment in the peaceful lay army which today, ¢3 
never before, is arrayed in the field for the defense and the spread of th 
kingdom of Christ in the world.” And in one of his first statements ¢f 
the reigning pontiff Pope John XXIII on April 17, 1959 when he co " 
memorated the 750th anniversary of the founding of the Franciscan Orde! 
he spoke these words to the tertiaries: “Ego sum Joseph, frater vester’# 
I am Joseph, your Brother. | 


(See page 127) | 
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‘A COURSE IN FRANCISCAN 
ASCETICISM 


by John Forest Faddish O.F.M. 


S PILGRIMS and strangers in this 
rid, let them serve the Lord in pov- 
and humility ...” These words 
ntain the Franciscan philosophy of 
e. They are the words of St. Francis 
nd in the sixth chapter of his rule 
the Friars Minor. 
To the twentieth century mind, the 
tion of “pilgrim” carries little, if 
y, meaning. Yet to the person living 
the thirteenth century it meant de- 
tion, stamina, detachment, perse- 
rance and a whole series of re- 
ed virtues. For a pilgrim was a per- 
n who, either out of personal de- 
stion, or because of a vow he made 
some favor were received, began 
journey to one of the many holy 
rines that dotted the continent. 
here were no airplanes or railroads, 
ith their many conveniences, which 
ould carry him to his destination. 
The pilgrim made his journey by 
ot, in the spirit of penance. Since 
e distance was often very great, and 
veral days or weeks would be spent 
traveling, the pilgrim made sure 
limit his baggage. He relied on the 
ovidence of God and the generosity 
the faithful in the towns through 
nich he passed. In this way, he could 
ake time and reach his goal more 


ickly. 


anciscan Pilgrims 

It was this pilgrim idea that Fran- 
; made his own, and he wished 
of his children to imitate his ex- 
yple. As Francis pondered the no- 
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Pilgnrime aud Strangers 


tion, these thoughts must have come 
to his mind. 

An All-Loving God has placed us 
in this world. But the world is not 
our goal. We were created for Heaven, 
and therefore we must never lose sight 
of this fact. As he looked. about, the 
Poverello saw the multitude minding 
the things of this world. He would 
do all in his power to prevent him- 
self, and his followers, from being en- 
snared by this trap set by the world. 

It is characteristic of possessions to 
enslave a man’s heart and affections. 
As they increase, unless one keeps the 
true perspective, God and things spirit- 
ual begin to diminish in his eyes. Was 
it this that made our Savior exclaim: 
“Amen I say to you, with difficulty 
will a rich man enter the kingdom 
Ole Hesveng -femeite Se casierm tora 
camel to pass through the eye of 
a needle, than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of Heaven” (Mt. 
194.25-24) 2 

Francis resolved to keep his chil- 
drens’ eyes peeled to Heaven. This is 
our true home and we must not cre- 
ate for ourselves any other dwelling 
save this. 


Unfolding of an Ideal 

No one loved poverty more than 
Francis of Assisi. How did he come 
to possess such an exalted notion of 
it? To be sure, there was an evolution 
of the ideal in his life. He always 
cherished it even as a youth, but wit! 
the passing years it took on a greater 
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splendor. Whether one professed to 
follow Christ in the religious life, or 
live a life in the world, Francis felt 
that poverty was equally important 
for all. 

The Poverello was one of those in- 
dividuals whom God endowed with a 
great and generous love for the poor. 
While working in his father’s cloth 
shop, he thought nothing of giving 
a donation to a poor person who asked 
for an alm, even if it had to be taken 
from the day’s profits. One day, how- 
ever, a man asked him for an alms 
for the love of God. Francis refused, 
but then, filled with remorse of con- 
science, he ran after the poor man 
and begged his forgiveness as he 
pressed a coin into his hand. Never 
again would he refuse a request made 
for the love of God. 

In his teens, Francis was regarded 
as a leader of Assisi’s youth. His name 
was always the first to appear on the 
invitation lists, and when on a Sat- 
urday night the younger element was 
out for a good time, Francesco Ber- 
nardone was sure to be their leader. 
Yet even on occasions such as these, 
Francis’ heart went out to the poor 
and needy. He thought nothing of 
stealing away and slipping over to a 
poor beggar standing in the shadows 
of a building and pressing a coin into 
his hand. Then, as though nothing had 
happened, he would rejoin the merry- 
makers. 

As he lay ill, and languished in 
prison, the designs of God became 
better known to him, He knew that 
he was to embark upon a special 
vocation, but he did not know its 
exact nature. Gradually, the beauty 
of a poor life began to appeal to him. 
Was it before the Crucifix of San 
Damiano, where he spent many hours 
in prayer, that this ideal came to 
him? Wherever it was, Francis found 
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himself falling in love with a “L 4 
who became to him a reality. He _ 
to call her “Lady Poverty.” 

When he joined his friends for an 
evening of fun, they could not help 
noticing the change that had take 
place in the fun loving Francesco 
Bernardone. He would not eat, he 
seemed preoccupied with somethit 
far away from the immediate com 
pany where he found himself. Ah 
thought his friends, Francesco is 3 i 
love. “Yes, tell us, who is she? What} 
does she look like?” They must have ) 
fired thousands of questions at him.c 
Francis only replied: “Ah, yes, I hayes 
fallen in love with a maiden more 
beautiful than any of you have evel 
seen. 


Lady Poverty’s Life History 


The beauty of Christian poverty had) 
faded from the memories of that age! 
In the years following Christ’s ascen~ 
sion into Heaven, the faithful could) 
still hear the words of Christ from 
the lips of disciples who saw and spokew 
to him. They were set on fire withr 
desire to imitate, insofar as humans 
could, every detail of their Saviors’ 
life. Being brothers and _ sisters inv 
Christ, they shared their possessions) 
with each other, and helped one an-j 
other to attain to the everlasting goak 
for which all were striving. In the 
Acts of the Apostles we read: “Nowy 
the multitude of the believers were off 
one heart and one soul, and no 
one of them said that anything h 
possessed was his own, but they had 
all things in common . , . Nor wasi 
there anyone among them in want)’ 
For those who owned lands or house¥ 
would sell them and bring the price 
of what they sold and lay it at tha 
feet of the apostles, and distribution 
was made to each, according as any 
one had need” (Acts 4, 32 ff). Those 


ho were blessed with more goods of 
is world, felt that they had an obli- 
ation to others who were less privi- 
ged. 

As the centuries passed, this beauti- 
ideal of Christian love and unity, 
hich impelled people to share their 
oods with one another, disappeared. 
y the latter part of the eleventh 
entury, the craving for material 
ossessions had become a passion with 
e majority. Many great preachers 
rose during this time to remind the 
eople of the need of returning to the 
rimitive ideal, but their words fell 
pon deaf ears. 

It was left to Francis of Assisi to 
how the world of the thirteenth 
entury the true beauty of poverty. 
e did not think that things of this 
orld were of no account, nor did he 
nsist upon regarding material things 
s intrinsically evil, and hence with- 
rawing from them in disgust. Rather 
e condemned the desire to possess and 
the seeking after more and more of 
he goods of this world. His followers 
must not seek to run off into the wil- 
derness, or avoid contact with mate- 
tial things. They should remain in 
the midst of the world but bear in 
nind that all material creation is the 
aandiwork of God which is given to 
them for their temporary use. If the 
rue child of St. Francis pursues this 
ine of thought he will find surging 
within his heart a feeling of admir- 
ation for all things, a desire to be of 
service to all his brothers and sisters 
in Christ, and a sincere feeling of pity 
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for others less fortunate than himself. 
He becomes truly Catholic. 

In brief, what Francis appealed for 
was a sane and healthy view of ma- 
terial creation, realizing that it is just 
‘a means to an end and not an end in 
itself, as so many of his contempo- 
raries were making it, 
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His Friars’ Poverty 

In order to show people that his 
philosophy was capable of practical 
application, Francis decided to go even 
a step further with those who joined 
the First Order—the Friars Minor. If 
they are to preach detachment to the 
people, Francis felt, they must be first 
detached themselves. And for them he 
instituted absolute poverty—complete 
dependence upon the Providence of 
God. It was to be, for all time to 
come, the life-blood of the Franciscan 
Order. 

Francis insisted that his frairs call 
nothing their own. Once he deliber- 
ately broke a bowl to which he found 
himself becoming attached, with the 
desire to call it “Francis’ bowl.” 

The dwellings of the friars were lo- 
cated in the poorer sections and ghet- 
tos of the villages. If they are to be 
of service to the poor they must them- 
selves feel the pinch of poverty. Un- 
doubtedly too, this became the great 
reason for the popularity of the friars. 
The poor were able to approach 
them and confide in them because they 
felt the friars understood their needs. 
The sons of St. Francis became the 
champions of the poor, not only in the 
thirteenth century but, as_ history 
proves, for all time to come. 


The Tertiary’s Poverty 

For the twentieth century Francis- 
can, living in the world and charged 
with the obligation of supporting a 
family and household, it is important 
to remember that he can still be true 
to the Franciscan Ideal in this day 
and age. 

Moderation in acquiring 
and using material goods will be the 
ideal of the tertiary. The application 
of this principle will differ from one 


(See page 112) 
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REINSTATED AND TRANSFERRED MEMBERS 


Methods of Procedure 


THE CONSTITUTION of the Third Order in articles 147 ff. discuss delinquena 
thoroughly. We are are concerned (1) with members who have been eith 
dismissed from the fraternity (but not from the order) because of willfu 
neglect, or (2) have been absent from fraternity meetings for more than 
year without having been dispensed from attending the meetings; (3) finally 
we are here concerned with members who wish to transfer from some oth 


fraternity, whether that fraternity is in the same province or not, or even i 
the same obedience. 


Reinstatement and Transfer Procedure 


1. The name and record i.e. dates of investment and profession, name ij 
order etc., of the member to be reinstated or to be transferred is present 
to the council of officers. Since such members may need a review of t 
general obligations of the Third Order and (especially the transfers) ne 
to become acquainted with the local customs and regulations as well as witi 
the corps of officers, it is best to require generally that reinstated and tran 
ferred members take the regular three months postulant course. The coune: 
reviews the records and either rejects or approves. 


2. If approved, the Mistress of Postulants sends the following form letter 
which each fraternity can design for its own use: 


a.) If the member was invested but never professed, a letter tells th 
member his status at the present time and what will be required bil 
fore he can be professed. 


b.) If the member was both invested and professed, the letter tells th? 
member the reasons for requiring the postulant course as explained 
in No. 1 above. 


{ 

i 
3. If a member who is only a novice neglected through his own fault t1 
make profession for more than two years from the time he was eligible fa 
profession, he must make the whole novitiate over and he is treated as 4 
new applicant (art. 23). 


4. The rest of the procedure is carried out as outlined in January and Fek 
ruary issues of the Franciscan Herald and Forum. | 
| 
5. Professed reinstated or transferred members’ full name, address, phon; 
number and parish are given to the fraternity secretary in charge of record 


6. Secretary makes up attendance card, puts inactive member into activi 
file, assigns roster number (if fraternity uses this system) and sends tl! 
same information to the Chief Promoter. 


7. Chief Promoter carries out Standard Practice by notifying Parish Pre 
moter of new member and notifying reinstated or transferred member «| 
the name, address and phone number of the member’s Parish Promoter. . 
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We ASKED, editorially, some months ago 
for an expression from our readers as to why 
they joined the Third Order. Of the many an- 
swers received, those that follow summarize 
the many reasons: the first group in a succinct 
form, the second statement from a tertiary in 


South Africa, with the personal reasons that 
brought him to the Third Order. 


—The Editor 


Why 7 4m 74 Member of the Third Onder 


JOINED THE Third Order so that 

ould have a more firm, definite and 
yiritual way of expressing my love 
id appreciation to God. e 
Beason for being a member of the 
hird Order of St. Francis? Francis- 
un Charity! An opportunity for the 
yman to walk in the market place 
. the shadow of the Cross, to touch 
ie hearts of men who are not aware 
' their purpose and who think not 
y search for the “narrow path.” e 
The Third Order gives you a 
‘eater incentive to practice Catholic- 
y in your daily life. @ 
The Rule seemed to fit into my 


74 Letter. Prom 


The Meaning of 


) URING THE FIRST ten years of mar- 
ed life I had refused to interest my- 
If in the Faith sufficiently to consider 
adoption. My Catholic wife and I 
ere married in India, in a Church 
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desire to find something more valu- 
able in doing my everyday job than 
‘Just doing it’: to provide a way of 
living which could increase my spirit- 
ual life. It also gave me an example, 
St. Francis, who too, lived in as con- 
fused a period of history as the cen- 
tury we are living in. It gave me a 
new meaning of penance and joy. ¢ 

I joined the Third Order because 
I wanted to grow spiritually. ° 

To me, the Third Order is a sharp 
reminder to something I shouldn’t 
need reminding of—but unfortunately 
do—my eternal destiny. That’s why 
I’m glad I belong, ° 


South pbfrica 
the Third Order 


dedicated to St. Francis of Assisi, 
Dehra Dun, by special dispensation 
from the Bishop of Agra. It was Lent, 
and ours was a mixed marriage. The 
year O44. 
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I was not even ‘a good Protestant’, 
and virtually a non-practising one, in 
any case. My wife and I argued about 
Catholicism on many occasions. It was 
1954, ten years later, before I was 
jogged into activity. Very painfully, 
too. One morning I awoke with a 
blinding pain in my left ear. The 
doctor diagnosed disease of the inner 
ear, a perforated eardrum—and a 
mastoid, just for good measure! Heavy 
penicillin injections saved me from a 
death without the true Faith, and the 
E.N.T. Specialist later decided upon 
a near-immediate operation, Decided- 
ly worried, owing to the cost involved, 
I collected my elder daughter from 
Springfield Convent, where she was 
a boarder, Rev. Mother listened with 
obvious sympathy to my tale. “Don’t 
worry, Mr. Hall. You won’t need that 
operation,” she said, in her quiet Irish 
way, and with considerably more as- 
surance than I felt. “The Sisters and 
I will offer our prayers for you.” 

Four days later I reported to the 
Specialist, feeling definitely _ fitter. 
Cursorily he again inspected the 
offending ear. Then, intently. “What 
have you done since last Friday?” he 
asked, in obvious surprise. “To the 
ear? Nothing. Apart from continuing 
with the chloromycetin drops you 
recommended. Why?” He stroked his 
chin. “That could never account for 
such rapid healing. There is no dis- 
charge, no trace of scar tissue where 
four days ago I saw a very obvious 
perforation. Finally, the mastoidal 
condition has simply vanished.” The 
specialist looked at me somewhat 
curiously. “Feel any pain here?” he 
asked, as his fingers probed and pressed 
below my ear. I shook my_ head. 
“None whatsoever.” “In that case,” 
he said, “you are the luckiest patient 
ever to leave my consulting room.” We 
shook hands and parted. 
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The road was now clear. I owed 
a large debt, through the good office 
of the Religious Sisters at Springfield 
and there was only one positive way, 
of attempting to repay it. No mor 
joyful debtor ever presented himsel 
for instruction. Seven months later, in 
October, 1954, I was received into the 
Catholic Church at Paarl, Cape 
Province. The doubts and scepticism} 
had completely vanished. 


A FURTHER TWO years passed before 
a Franciscan priest at Wittbome in-i 
terested my wife and me in the Third: 
Order. Previously we had noticed the 
small mixed gathering at their ‘third, 
Sunday’ meetings after evening Bene-» 
diction, and felt that our spiritual 
standard must fall far short of that 
required, and the obligations in all 
probability take up more time thant 
we had at our disposal. Truly, ignor-* 
ance makes its own pitfalls! We were} 
agreebly surprised at the brevity of! 
the Office, and the ease with which | 
it can be fitted into the responsibilities 
of raising (now) three children. Ac- ; 
cordingly we were received in 1957,’ 
and professed a year later, It had: 
taken me exactly fourteen years to> 
embrace the Franciscan ideal, since ¢ 
my first acquaintance with the Church : 
in 1944. 

It was not long before friends ob- - 
served that our previous arguments § 
were now almost non-existent, re- - 
placed by a mutual accord over all | 
matters that brought many a puzzled | 
enquiry from those who had known } 
us in earlier days. That frail, bowed | 
figure, with his tattered patched grey ! 
habit and shining intense eyes was 
never far from our thoughts. Having 
read his life story, and marvelled at 
the degree of spirituality, love, and | 
poverty achieved in his search for the 
ultimate Truth, St. Francis had ceased 


become ‘just another Saint.’ He was 
ow so real, so vital, that his example 
otivated our thoughts and actions. 
e had become one of his family, 
bracing people from every walk of 
fe, irrespective of position, race, or 
in-coloring. 

In South Africa, the ad-mixture of 
ces is complex. Our T.O. movement 
ontains black, brown, and_ white- 
inned people. We have learned that, 
many cases, the most devout and 
ctive tertiaries are what is often 
rmed ‘our lesser brethren.’ Unfor- 
inate mis-nomer, that. I recall the 
umility we felt as we followed the 
offin of old Caesar Augustus to its 
nal resting place. A ‘colored’ tertiary, 
aesar, who, although sick, had com- 
leted an all-night vigil in the Church 
efore the Blessed Sacrament, during 
oly Week, and then died of a heart- 
tttack shortly after leaving the 
Church. One can imagine our Holy 
?ather Francis’ welcome to his faith- 
‘ul follower, and how his example 
uplifted us, who remained, 


A. TERTIARIES, the men serve at 
Mass in their habits. I find it difficult 
0 put into words the joy to be ex- 
9erienced in so-doing. Of kneeling at 
Christ’s feet, and being so close to 
Him during the Canon of the Mass. 
Through serving, my prayers have 
aken on a new meaning, a new 
ignificance. The beauty of the Latin 
esponses, in the knowledge of their 
English translation, flow from the 
yeart. Can one go unto the altar of 
sod, without having made an honest, 
vhole-hearted effort, to follow the rule 
of the Third Order? It has been of 


SPARE 19°60 


immeasurable help. 


Finally, Franciscanism has taught 
my wife and me freedom from worry, 
and has relegated this great destroyer 
to a position of relative impotence. 
How futile, for example, to worry 
about poverty, when we are shown 
the blessings that accumulate from 
embracing it. If one can sustain a true 
and complete Faith in God’s plan for 
us all on earth, in the full knowledge 
that it is only a testing ground for our 
eventual reward, then one thing be- 
comes apparent. If life is viewed in 
its proper perspective, it becomes as 
an incredibly long measuring stick— 
one that stretches on and on, inter- 
minably. Only the first inch of that 
measure represents life on earth. One 
inch!—followed by a billion miles of 
Eternity. Viewed as such, how can 
that inch better be traversed other 
than by showing the maximum con- 
sideration to one’s fellow creatures, by 
love and example in the home, and by 
humble thanks for having been shown, 
unmistakably, the way to place one’s 
own feet in the footsteps of Saint 
Francis of Assisi. 

Sincerely yours, 
Joun HALL 
P.S. The FranciscAN HERALD AND 
Forum is eagerly read in our home, 
and in our humble opinion, cannot be 
improved upon. Of late, deliveries 
have been spasmodic, and the Octo- 
ber copy is the last one received. I 
trust my subscription was received to- 
gether with that of Brother Opperman 
and Father Fletcher? 
P.P.S. The November copy just re- 
ceived, January 1, 1960. ° 
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The Secret of Holiness — 


by Bruce Ignatowski, O.F.M. Cap., S.T.L. 


A hes ARE MANY paths to union 
with God. In this forest, one tree 
stands out as the secret of holiness— 
the interior life. 

The heart of the interior life is the 
practice of the presence of God. Not 
some external, hazy idea of God’s 
omnipresence. It is much more inti- 
mate than Divine Providence. It is 
something so wonderful, that, except 
for seeing God face to face, we 
possess him by supernatural grace in 
the very same way as the just souls 
in Paradise! God_ is substantially 
present within us according to Persons 
as the object of our supernatural 
knowledge and love. It is enough to 
stagger the imagination! God is closer 
to us than the very air we breathe! 
In fact, God is in us in the same way 
as the Father is in the Son and the 
Son in the Father; as the Father is 
in the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit 
is in the Father; and as the Son is 
in the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit 
is in the Son. 

No wonder we are called and are 
Sons of God! Sons of God by adop- 
tion, that is true, but by an adoption 
that gives us a union with God that 
is real, though accidental; intimate 
and consoling; powerful and dynamic. 
There is actually no comparison be- 
tween divine adoption and human 
adoption. Human adoption merely 


confers a legal title, an extrinsic to others. O Jesus, the light will b 
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Ak HERE IS A Capuchin Brother whi 
often greets his fellow friars with 
favorite expression. After greeting yo) 
by name, he invariably says, “You’r 
wonderful!” The first time I heard - 
I thought it was a form of flattery 
Finally, I inquired about its meaning 
He replied, “Certainly, you’re wo 
derful! Are you not a temple of God 
Isn’t that something wonderful?” © 
agreed. So every time he greeted 
I would always answer: “You're wor 
derful, too, Brother!” 

The awareness of God’s presen 
within them is the source of th 
strength, the zeal and the influence ¢ 
the saints. They had crosses to carry 
just as we do. But their absorption 11 
the presence of the Three Divin 
Persons in the center of their sou 
gave them the ability, the facility, t 
discover joy in suffering. It gave them: 
at the same time, that magnetic powe’ 
which their dynamic personalities ra 
diated. 

As Cardinal Newman, the greatest 
English convent of the last century 
the saints prayed: “Dear Jesus: shini 
through me and be so in me thal 
every soul I come in contact with ma: 
feel your presence in my soul. Ld 
them look up, and see no longer nt 
but only you. Stay with me, ani 
then I shall begin to shine as i 
shinest; so to shine as to be a ligt 


will be you who shinest through 
upon others, O let me thus praise 
, in the way which you love best, 
shining on all those around me. 
ve light to them as well as to me; 
fht them with me, through me. 
ach me to show forth your praise 
d your truth. Amen.” Cardinal 
wman discovered that “In order to 
d God, man must depart from 
self and all creatures and enter 
o God and live in Him!” (Father 
ctorino Osende, O.P.) 


Abbott Marmion, the saintly Irish 
nedictine, expressed it in this way: 
ur holiness is nothing else but this: 
e€ more we participate in the Divine 
fe through the communication 
sus Christ makes to us of the grace 
which He ever possesses the ful- 
ss, the higher is the degree of our 
liness. Christ is not only holy in 
mself, but he is OUR _ holiness.” 
hat is why it can truly be said that 
ere is no other perfection than Jesus 
ving in the soul! 


lees SUPREME MOMENT of grace is 
hen we receive our Blessed Lord in 
oly Communion. The amount of 
‘ace we received during the rest of 
e day is small in comparison. There- 
re we must capitalize on this time. 
‘e should endeavor to extend our 
hanksgiving as long as possible. For 
-long as our Eucharistic King is in 
3 we are a living pyx, a living 
borium, a living monstrance. 
Although Our Lord remains with us 
cramentaliy for as long as an hour 
cording to some, he remains in us, 
cording to his Divinity, for as long 
we remain in the state of grace. 
ow, just as we do not ignore Jesus 
wing the time of our thanksgiving, 
ither should we ignore him during 
e rest of the day! Thanksgiving is 
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another name for praise. If we put 
our mind to it, our entire day can 
become a song of continual praise. 
Nothing gives our soul as much joy 
as giving praise to God! 

Mrs. Catherine de Houeck Do- 
herty, in a lecture delivered some years 
back at the Catholic University of 
America, claimed that what we most 
need today is a contemplative laity. 
Her reason for urging this was a 
comparison between prayer and activ- 
ity: “This spiritual foundation is far 
more important than any action. Our 
Lord himself gave this verdict: ‘Mary 
has chosen the better part.’ ” 

What is contemplation? It is simply 
a loving infused knowledge of God 
and divine things. It is normal in the 
development of the life of grace and 
virtues. It does not require any extra- 
ordinary or unusual mystical experi- 
ences. What if in tomorrow’s mail you 
received a notification that you in- 
herited a million dollars from your 
recently deceased uncle? You’d be 
obsessed with the thought. You would 
be unable to drive it out of your mind. 
You would awake thinking, “I am 
now a millionairie!”’ You would think 
of all the things you could buy, of 
all the places you would visit. No 
matter what you would do during the 
day, in the background of your mind 
would always be the thought: “I am 
now a millionairie! How wonderful! 
How great! What a difference a lot 
of money can make!” It should be the 
same in our interior life, 

Just imagine, we who are nothing 
but dust and ashes, are temples of 
the living God! We should awake in 
that thought, live in that thought! It 
should be our spiritual obsession! Yes, 
what a difference it makes, knowing 
we are Temples of God. But .. . this 
is contemplation! How easy it is! 
Nothing difficult, nothing to be feared, 
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nothing reserved for a select few. 

Consider these words of Sister Eliz- 
abeth of the Trinity, a French Car- 
melite Nun: “God is in me and I am 
in him; I have only to love him, to 
let myself be loved, at all times, in all 
circumstances. To awake in love, to 
sleep in love; my soul in his soul, my 
heart in his heart; that I may be 
purified and delivered from my miser- 
ies by contact with him!” This was 
her blueprint for sanctity. It should 
be ours. Here’s why. 


Nees HERMAN, in his book en- 
titled, Practice of the Presence of God, 
wrote: “If I were a preacher, I would 
preach nothing else than the practice 
of the presence of God; if I were a 
director of souls, | would urge it upon 
everyone, so necessary and even easy 
do I believe it to be. This exercise 
does not kill the body. No effort, no 
strain, no special posture is called for: 
just loving glances upwards to speak 
to God—the holiest, the firmest, the 
easiest and most efficacious manner 
of prayer!” 

There is no less an authority than 
St. John of the Cross, the Mystical 
Doctor of the Church, who teaches: 
“God would grant contemplation to 
all, if all souls would be generous and 
cooperative enough. In other words, 
the fault of a stagnant spiritual life 
lies mainly with us. For “God gives 
all to him who asks, and sanctity more 
readily than anything else” (Fr. V. 
Osende,‘O: Pa), 


In the Gospel according to St. John 
we read, “God is love, and he who 
remains in love, remains in God and 
God in him!” Father Victorino 
Osende, O.P. offers a beautiful “new 
version” of this Scriptural text in his 
book, Fruit of Contemplation: “Char- 
ity is God himself living within our 
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souls. It is personal and infinite La 
loving himself within our hearts. 
exercise ourselves in charity, the 
fore, is to give way to God in ‘ 
hearts. It is to detach ourselves fr 
everything and to make ourselves 
absolute vacuum in order that 
may fill us with Himself. ‘Perfecti 
does not consist in doing great thin 
but in letting God be made gr 
within us!’ (Tauler).” 


The closeness, the sence 
this truth is very evident in the fai 
ous prayer attributed to St. Patric 
“Christ near, Christ here, Christ 
with me, Christ beneath me, Chi! 
within me, Christ behind me, Ch: 
be o’er me, Christ before me. Chi 
in the left and the right, Christ hit) 
and thither, Christ in the sight of e 
eye that shall seek me, in each — 
that shall hear, in each mouth t. 
shall speak me. Christ not the ~ 
in each heart I address.” Jesus ca 
that we might have life and have 
more abundantly. St. Patrick fou 
this more abundant life by living © 
interior life. For Jesus said: “I am 
Way, the Truth and the Life!” T’ 
explains the earnest prompting of 
Francis of Assisi: “Make of your ba 
a cell, and you be the hermit tl: 


\> 


dwells in it! 


A CERTAIN VENERABLE Marina | 
Escobar, who lived in the 17th centu! 
had a vision one day. She descri? 
what she saw in the following wort! 
“One day I saw a ladder that spra 
from the breast of Jesus Christ, pr 
ent in Heaven, and decended to | 
earth, At the top it was very narrd 
and at the bottom very wide, I tr 
to turn away my attention, fear} 
to be deceived by my imagination; | 
the greater my efforts, the more (| 
obliged me to look. This ladder seer 
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be of very pure gold; its steps were 
lendent; and I understood that it 
resented Heaven. A multitude of 
els ascended and descended by 
se steps, and others were ll 
und it. All the steps were thronged 
h the souls of the blessed, every- 
ere, below and in the middle and 
ve. All possessed God according to 
ir merits. Near the lowest step I 
o saw a number of souls that are 
] living on earth, and that by con- 
plation, enjoyed these eternal bless- 
s in so far as is possible here be- 
.’ She concluded (I suppose with 
light smile on her lips) “There were 
re women than men.” (Quoted in 
ve Graces of Interior Prayer by Fr. 
P. Poulain, S. J.) 

Sacred Scripture proves, if such is 
cessary, that the interior life has 
source in the very teachings of 
us Christ. Did not Jesus declare: 
he Kingdom of God is within 
u?” Some of the finest texts show- 
x the great importance of the in- 
rior life are those found in Chap- 
rs 13 to 17 inclusive of St. John’s 
sspel. They could also be called, 
“he Gospel of the Divine Indwell- 
gy.’ There is no greater authority 
an Jesus Christ our Lord. 

How explicit our Lord was about 
e Interior Life! “If a man has any 
ve for me, he will be true to my 
ord; and then he will win my 
ither’s love, and we will both come 
him, and make our continual abode 
th him. You have only to live on 
me and I will live on in you. The 
anch that does not live on in the 
ne can yield no fruit of itself; no 
ore can you, if you do not live on 
me. I am the vine, you are its 
anches: if a man lives on in me, 
d I in him, then he will yield 
undant fruit; separated from me, 
u have no power to do anything. 
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As long as you live on in me, and 
my words live on in you, you will be 
able to make what request you will, 
and have it granted.” These words of 
Our Savior should be all that we need 
to be convinced that we must live an 
interior life. 


T HERE ARE MANY ways that we can 
put the teaching of our Lord on the 
subject into practice. But persistence 
and perseverence is required. We get 
as much; out of anything as we put 
into it. If we are sincere in our at- 
tempts we will, “Taste and see that 
the Lord is sweet.” Here are a few 
practical pointers. 

1. Every hour recite a short spiritual 
communion. “All love, adoration and 
thanksgiving be to the Most Blessed 
Trinity, Who live and act in my soul, 
now and forever!” 

2. Whenever you attend a Mass in 
which you are not going to receive 
Holy Communion, substitute for act- 
ual, Holy Communion, a spiritual one. 
3. When you do your work and when 
you recreate, do so as if you were 
doing it with God, in God and through 
God. Our souls are immersed, pene- 
trated and permeated by God. Our 
being is wrapped up in God, so to 
speak. St. Paul put it well: “In him 
we move and live and have our 
being.” 

4. At the end of each decade of the 
Holy Rosary, turn an inward glance 
to the God who lives and acts in you; 
and inward, loving glance. 

5. Read spiritual books and pam- 
phlets that treat of either the interior 
life or of the divine indwelling. 

If you want to take your spiritual 
life seriously, this is the way to do it! 
“To belong to God means that God 
abides in us. God possesses us through 
life, that is, by absorbing our life into 
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his and transfusing his life into ours” 
(Fr. V. Osende, O.P.). And anyone 
who wants to take the spiritual life 
seriously, wants to belong to God in 
a more perfect manner. 


Think of it! Our life is to live in 
God! We must endeavor to comply 
with St. Paul’s request to: “Glorify 
and bear God in our bodies.” We live 
to die. If we live the interior life, 
we will die well, and then, our re- 
ward will be the eternal continuance 
of that very life we began here on 
earth. 


“There’s no secret about it’—the 
easiest, happiest, safest, and most re- 
warding path to the very Heart of 
God is the Interior Life. The Secret is 
out! Now live it in your life! ° 


PILGRIMS 
(From page 103) 

tertiary to another. A tertiary presi- 
dent of a bank can certainly not ap- 
pear at an executive meeting dressed 
in beggar’s garb. He must learn to 
adapt the Franciscan ideal of poverty 
to his own state in life, his own condi- 
tions and circumstances. A comfort- 
able home, suited to his income, is in 
keeping with poverty. But he must 
acquire this feeling and desire to be 
of service to all—especially his less 
fortunate brethren. He must say: I 
am just the steward over these things, 
and some day I will have to give an 
accounting to God. When I stand 
before my Eternal Judge I want him 
to know I was generous in my use of 
this world’s goods. 


A day-laborer, on the other hand, 
must accept his own status in life. He 
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will not regard others with an eye o 
envy, but rather be thankful for th 
countless blessings God has bestowed 
upon him. He will say to himself, I} 
will use each day as a stepping stone 
to Heaven, His family will find him a 
good, cheerful provider and in all 
things he will keep in mind others 
who are perhaps even less fortunate 
than himself, mindful of the Master's 
word: “A long as you did it to one 
of these my least brethren, you did 
it to me” (Mt. 25, 40). The contr-i 
bution need not be great. Did not 
Christ say a cup of water given int 
His name is sufficient. Those little 
acts of kindness and thoughtfulness 
will make up for the lack of material: 
means which may be missing to the 
tertiary, 
Franciscan Poverty our Answer 
There are ever so many theories* 
today on what’s wrong with the world 
and what can we do to cure the ills! 
of the world, The answer is pure and¢ 
simple. It is a return to the teachings} 
of Christ. And none points the way! 
better than the Poverello of Assisi. i 
Francis of Assisi, with his insistence 
upon Christlike charity and poverty * 
could lead the world to peace and: 
to Christ, if only people would open ( 
up their ears to his pleas, and their 1 
eyes to his message. 
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The true Franciscan will use this : 
world but will never let it keep him¢ 
from his God. He will remind himself ! 
daily that he is a “pilgrim” journeying ° 
through the world to his true home, | 
which is heaven. Here he expects to[ 
fiind the glories Christ foretold that’ 
he would prepare for those who fol- | 
lowed after Him. eo; 


| : 
F YOU ARE LOOKING for something 


hat set the saints apart, it is this: 
he saints were enthusiastic for God. 
o the saints, God was never a thing, 
yut Someone; never it, but He. We 
ight even say not “he” but the 
mtimate and personal “you.” It was 
jheir enthusiasm that made the saints 
fo successful in this game of life. 
Because of their genuine enthusiasm 
or God, they could turn their backs 
sn those things that the world con- 
iders important and at a nod from 
3od risk everything on a single throw. 
St. Jane Frances de Chantal sums 
it up neatly: “Hell is full of the 
alented, but Heaven is full of the 
snthusiastic and the energetic.” 
: It is unfortunate that so many of 
1s allow ourselves to be lulled to sleep 
In the lap of lethargy. More is the 
bity if we are obsessed with the no- 
‘jon that sanctity is beyond our reach. 
for some of us sanctity is something 
‘o study, something to admire and 
yerhaps even something to desire, But 
‘hat it is something about which we 
ire to become enthusiastic—well, now, 
we have to draw the line somewhere! 
So what do we do? We delude our- 
selves. We falsely believe that the 
yearnings for God and the good which 
stir in our breasts can never find even 
partial fulfillment here below. The 
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result is, we stifle the power within 
us. We do not even try. We do not 
use Our memory to recall the good- 
ness of God. We do not employ the 
powers of our mind to know him 
truly and we do not exercise our will 
to embrace him in love. 

Because we lack enthusiasm we are 
so prone to disparage our abilities, so 
ready to underestimate our power for 
good; so diffident about our re- 
sources, so mistrusting of our nature 
with its foibles we make little or no 
attempt. It is so easy for us to find 
excuses. 

On our deathbed we shall see how 
easy it would have been for us to 
become saints. It would have required 
just a little more enthusiasm in the 
right direction. Just a little more en- 
thusiasm could change failure to suc- 
cess. In all the temptations to live 
immoderately all we need is a little 
more enthusiastic restraint. In those 
frequent inclinations to discourage- 
ment, to languor, to weariness, all 
we needed is a little more enthusiasm 
to resist. It takes enthusiasm, a noble 
gallantry, a firm grasping of the hand 
of God. What we need is a zest for 
living. The saints had it and we can- 
not even begin to approach their 
ideal unless we are enthusiastic for 
God and for good. e 
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Poverty’s Strength = 


by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY Pe | 


A TERTIARY IS REALLY not a true 
follower of St. Francis unless he un- 
derstands St. Francis’ concept of pov- 
erty. In fact St. Bonaventure stated 
that St. Francis said that poverty was 
the foundation on which rested the 
whole edifice of his Order, whose 
stability or ruin therefore depended 
on the stability or ruin of this founda- 
tion.’ You can readily understand 
then, why the general constitution of 
the Third Order, has some pertinent 
articles on poverty. 


Poverty’s External Action 

In reference to a tertiary we speak 
of the spirit of poverty and not the 
vow since most tertiaries are not in 
a position to take the vow of poverty. 
But after all the spirit is the most im- 
portant consideration in regard to 
any of the three evangelical counsels. 
The spirit of poverty demands a de- 
tachment of your heart and mind 
from earthly goods, and an attach- 
ment of your heart and mind to God 
through the true evaluation and right 
use of things. 

The cross was for St. Francis not 
only an instrument of pain and ig- 
nominy, but it was also the symbol 
Par excellence of poverty. It was the 
main objective of St. Francis to be 
conformable with Christ in everything, 
and he saw Christ very really poor, 
suffering, and naked hanging on the 
cross. The words of St. Paul “far be 
it from me to glory save in the cross 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ” are truly 
expressive of the ideal of St. Francis, 
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because poverty, the close‘companion 
of Christ, seemed to him inseparable 
from the cross. Hence St. 


makes us most suitable for the friend- 
ship of Christ and a bona fide trav- 
eler on the road of perfection. 

St. Francis did not have any nar- 
row concept of poverty and loved 
if for itself. The real value of poverty 
was that it separated ones heart from 
perishable things in order to give one- 
self entirely to God. Attachment to 
anything makes you a slave, blinds 
you to everlasting values, and hinders 
you from the pursuit of the one thing 
necessary. How well you know the 
story of Martha and Mary! The words 
of Christ surely ring in your ears: 
“Martha, Martha thou are busy about 
many things . Mary has chosen 
the better part.” It is the spirit of 
poverty that destroys this domination 
of material and temporal things in 
your heart. Any attachment to gifts 
which make you forget the Giver can 
be rooted out of your heart by a sin- 
cere appreciation and practice of the 
spirit of poverty. 

With this in mind you can see the 
wisdom and the need of article 45 
of the general constitution, which 
reads: “Imbued with the spirit of 
poverty, the members, while they may 
prudently provide for their present 
and future needs, shall take care to 
disengage their hearts from the things 
of this world. They shall bear in 
mind that they will be children of 
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Francis — 
judged poverty to be the virtue which | 


their Seraphic Father only in so far 
as they foster this spirit of mortifica- 
tion.” 

Living in the spirit of poverty is 
not solely a negative way of living. 
In fact this is merely the door to bliss- 
ful living. Once your heart is freed 
from the shackles of worldly things 
it is free to enter fully into a wider 
life in God. Hence the spirit of pov- 
erty opens an infinite door, as it were 
to you. It positively lifts you to an at- 
tachment of mind and heart to God, 
which enables you to obtain a sound 
evaluation of things. You will see 
things as St. Francis saw them, finding 
God in everything. “My God and My 
All.” 

So many of your present day slo- 
gans as “Put Christ back in Christ- 
mas,” “Stop Don’t Shop on Sunday,” 
“Think Smart Dress Smart” are cov- 
ered by the true understanding of 
the spirit of poverty. If God is seen 
in everything, everything falls into 
its proper place. 

St. Francis did not hate money 
and earthly possession as if they were 
evil in themselves. All things come 
from God and were given to us by 
a loving Father to use and to enjoy. 
It is only of the danger involved in 
the possession and use of things that 
St. Francis warned. Just as St. Bona- 
venture taught: “Burdened with the 
lead of temporal things, the spirit can- 
not ascend to God.” God alone can 
make you happy, and St. Francis 
wished you to reach this happiness 
through genuine attachment to God. 
With St. Paul he would want you to 
say and live: “I count all things as 
dung, that I may gain Christ.” 


Poverty’s External Action 

Despite our theoretical admiration 
for the spirit of poverty, we recog- 
nize it is difficult to practice. If you 
look at your past conduct you will 
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see instances when love of things held 
you back from a full and forthright 
service of Christ, That you have failed 
to practice the spirit of poverty does 
not mean that you must always fail. 
There can and there should be growth 
in it. With effort you can attain to a 
deep-seated realization that all crea- 
tion is God’s and that every creature 
has been given by God for the pur- 
pose of aiding us in our service of God. 


Prayer is the beginning. Prayer is 
necessary for an appreciation of the 
proper place of the spirit of poverty 
in your life. Since your will is weak, 
you also are required to pray for the 
grace to make the decisions that will 
cause the spirit of poverty to be op- 
erative in your daily life. A prayerful 
reading of the New Testament will 
also pave the way for a more fruitful 
exercise of this spirit. You will find 
it profitable to study Christ’s attitude 
toward poverty, wealth, and material 
things. There is more than the epi- 
sode of the rich young man who 
could not break away from his pos- 
sessions in order to follow Christ more 
perfectly. There are other striking 
statements besides the one, “with what 
difficulty will they who have riches 
enter the Kingdom of God.” 


If there is to be a solid growth 
in the spirit of poverty, you must 
practice it in some way. Though the 
spirit of poverty is demanded of you 
by the virtue of justice, the practice 
of it is a counsel. Your tertiary rule 
indicates that you must “avoid ex- 
tremes of cost and style, observing 
the golden mean suited to each one’s 
station in life.” To observe this gen- 
erously, will at be demanding. This 
is important. It is only by practicing 
poverty, by experiencing the difficul- 
ties and hardships it entails, that the 
truths about it which our intellect 
has attained are strengthened into es- 


115 


tablished convictions, Bishop Hedley, 
the famous retreat master of England, 
said: “Poverty, which was always 
comfortable, availed nothing. To aid 
our soul’s perfection it has to be hard 
and grinding now and then.” It is only 
in this way that we will be impressed 
with our limitations. 

It is also well to keep in mind these 
words so often repeated by St. Fran- 
cis: “I have never been a thief of 
alms by obtaining them or using them 
beyond necessity. I have never sought 
to receive all that I needed, for fear 
the other poor should be deprived 
of their share. To act otherwise would 
be a theft.” These strict sentiments of 
St. Francis find expression for you 
in the forty seventh article of your 
tertiary general constitution: “Accord- 
ingly let them beware of committing 
any sin in acquiring and enjoying 
temporal goods. Rather, let them share 
these things with their neighbors, bear- 
ing in mind that all temporal things, 
private property itself included, have 
been given by God not only for their 
own advantage but also that they may 
be administered well for the good of 
society. Moreover, let them, in good 
time, will their property, with due re- 
gard for justice and charity.” 

A Modern tertiary, who exemplifies 
this spirit of poverty, was John Mc- 
Guiness of Dublin. He was employed 
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INDULGENCES 
APRIL 
3. Second Sunday of Passiontide and ev- 21. St. Conrad of Parzha Cra orl 
ery day of Holy Week. G.A. (Conv. April 22). ee | 
4, Be Behedicty the Mons C. 1 Or.—St. 24. St. BPidelis M: ie Or! 
alvador ot Horta C, 1 Or. for Conv. 28, BI. Luchesio C. 3 Or., First Tertiary-— 
(rest, March 18). St. Paul of the Cross C. : 
12. Nine Tuesdays in honor of St. Anthony, 29. St. Joseph Benedict Cottolengo C. 
15. Solemnity of St. Joseph. Or.—Conv. (Rest, April 30). 
16. Comienori enter Sen eae 30. St. Joseph Benedict Cottolengo C. 
newal¥Ol -EEStesLicisyP Gls ieanee Or.—Also for Bl. Benedict of Urbin| 
j C. 1 Or. (Fran. May 14). 
17. Easter Sunday, G.A. & P.I. (See page 128) 
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by the government and used most of 
his salary for good works. His own 
room was poorly furnished, and he 
gave much of his time and money) 
to the St. Vincent de Paul Society, 
the Unemployed Men’s Club, and had 
an amazingly practical interest in va-| 
rious mission fields in the world. 
When a friend once told him to ease 
up a little, he replied: “You must not) 
speak like that. You must not say that. t 
I could not do enough for God, no) 
matter what I did. No one could.” 

You will know the condition of) 
your own spirit of poverty, if yout 
answer a few questions like these:—- 
Are you ashamed of not having more \ 
income than you have? Are yout 
ashamed of your home? Do you prefer | 
to put more money in the bank and‘ 
neglect yourself and your family? Do« 
you resent appeals to your charity? | 
Has money caused quarrels in your | 
home? 

These are just a few sample ques- \ 
tions, but these serve to awaken ai 
true consciousness of what the spirit | 
of poverty demands of you. Your. 
practical every day Christlike answers” 
to these questions are the only way int 
which you will grow in the spirit of: 
poverty. Some day may you merit | 
the blessing of Christ: “Blessed are « 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the « 
Kingdom of Heaven.” er 
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On Promoting Your Order 


by Maximus Poppy O.F.M. 


I. YOU NEVER talk about your Order to anybody, there is something wrong 
ith you or your ideas about the Third Order. First off, recall by what route 
ou yourself arrived. 

If you do talk about your Order now and then, you may find some of 
he following pointers helpful. 


1. Know What You Are Talking About. 

ften | hear it said, ‘‘So-and-so told me, etc.'’ Too often this is second-hand 
and badly twisted, rather than correct, information. By some quirk of human 
perversity, wrong information gets wider circulation than the truth. 

_ What information you do impart should be a reasonable facsimile of the 
pertinent paragraph of the rule. 


2. The Actual Test of the Rule. 

That is your safest point of departure for your homespun sales talk. There 
is a variety of inexpensive folders and pamphlets that carry the actual text 
of the rule. Inquire about these at our pamphlet rack. Therefore, no tertiary 
should say, “‘| don’t know enough to talk about the Third Order.’’ The learned 
G. K. Chesterton was once asked why he became a Catholic. He replied: ‘‘To 


” 


be sure that my sins are forgiven.’’ The point here is that he gave out 


deeply-felt personal conviction instead of hifalutin doctrine called apologetics. 


3. Talking Points. 


The very least any tertiary can say about the Third Order is one clear-cut 
personal conviction—a statement on why he is now active in the Order, or 
what it has done for his own spiritual life. And, shame on you if you 
cannot say as much! 


Then (in line with the above), you can point out how the Third Order 
is different from the other Catholic organizations with which you are ac- 


quainted; how it gives you the spiritual formation to be nearly a 100 percenter 
in such-and-such a Catholic organization. 


4. Literature. 
The printed word is only an aid to the spoken word; not a substitute for 


it. A crutch does not fully compensate for a sound leg to walk with. 

Again, the text of the rule is your best bet if you do employ the 
printed word. Then, there is a variety of inexpensive explanations of the 
rule. 

A caution: never hand out a piece of literature which you have not 
yourself read and disgested. At any rate, be ready to put your finger on 
some feature of the order that most appeals to you. Personal convictions be- 
come contagious. Conversely, we all recognize the phony sales pitch of most 
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radio & TY commercials: the announcer follows his script, not his personal 


experience with his product. 


5. Wisely Choose Occasions. 
Don’t barge in on others inopportunely. There's a time for talking baseball, 
the weather, jobs, your operation—and a time for talking on matters re-¢} 
ligious. Wait for your opportunity and it will come. 

Examples: visiting the sick; at wakes; when people cry on your shoulders}. 
when a broken marriage is discussed; when the Church or its representatives 
are criticized. Point out, with what clue is given you in the circumstances, how’ 


living according to an approved rule of life affords a remedy for the evil) 
deplored or a preventative—as the case may be. 


6. Don’t Argue! 
When objections are raised to the T.O. try to distinguish between the plairi} 


dodge and genuine difficulties an honest objector advances. If it is just c} 
dodge by the worldly-minded, don't argue. If the objection has the ring ott 
honesty, admit that there are difficulties; but that these will not loom se 
large, once a person has looked into the T.O. from the inside and has hac 
a little practice. Consider the stained-glass window: it looks crazy from thé 
outside. 


7. And, of course, Prayer! 
Always recommend both the honest and the dishonest objector to God'il: 
enlightening grace—as you would a prospective convert to the true faith. 

P.S. The best and easiest sales talk is to tell someone: ‘‘Be my guest ai) 
the first Sunday meeting.’’ Your guest may or may not discover what i: 
different. 


AN APPEAL 


Would you place a foreign senior high school student (boy or 
girl) in your home for one school year beginning August 1960. 
Host families are needed for several foreign 
teenage students participating in the 1960-1961 
International High School Student Program. | 
This is a golden opportunity to do a Christ-like work on an Inter: 
national level for youth—you and your family will enjoy this youn: 
person. | 
Write immediately for details—no obligation entailed 
International High School Student Program 
Youth Department, NCWC 
1312 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 
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nN NoveMser 7, 1959, the tertiar- 
-s of Halluin, France conducted to 
is final resting place one of their 
rothers who had played an important 
5le in their little town. 
Joseph Declerq was born in 1891, 
ye same year that Leo XIII pub- 
shed his famous encyclical “Rerum 
fovarum,” on the condition of labor. 
: is not hard to imagine that in this 
alley of the Lys where the textile 
uills hum by day and night, the voice 
f the great pontiff was heard with 
yecial authority. Christian syndical- 
m, the Sillon movement, the Young 
thristian Workers, each in its turn 
icked up the echo and roused to 
reat enthusiasm a militant elite there. 
Joseph grew up in this climate of 
enerosity and apostolic enthusiasm 
nd imbibed that realistic idealism 
ad appreciation of organized effort 
x which the ancient Fiemish race 
known. He was serious, reflective, 
yurageous. He took part in the ac- 
vities of his parish, showed great 
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The Bard 
of Halluin 


by Xavier Carroll, O.F.M. 


interest in study circles and furthered 
his education by attending evening 
classes. He loved to discuss and debate 
ivsues. He was a born apostle, epecially 
fitted to the period which had great 
need of able apologetes. 

At eighteen Joseph decided to pre- 
pare for the priesthood. He had just 
begun his college work when the 
Great War exploded this dream. He 
reported to the 91st Infantry in time 
to participate in all the early action. 
His military career was cut short. 
While the guns barked and the can- 
non still roared, Joseph returned to 
civilian life with L’Ordre de l’armee, 
Croix de guerre, Medaille Militaire, 
the Legion of Honor—and one leg. 
On a hospital bed at Bordeaux he 
gave witness of a different kind of 
courage. 


| Be HIS LIFE plans de- 
stroyed, young Declerq looked about 
for some way of making himself useful. 
He found a position in an institution 
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as an educator of young children. 
It was here also that he decided 
his future. He married and established 
a wonderful family that breathed the 
gospel spirit and which would be a 
natural seed bed for two religious vo- 
cations. He published a lively bulletin 
that buttressed the tottering spirits of 
his compatriots and refugees in Bor- 
deaux. 

At the war’s end Joseph returned 
to his little town. Unstable conditions 
had made it possible for communism 
to descend like a plaque upon this 
industrial city. It was shortly to be 
known as “Red Halluin.” 

It was time for counterattack. With 
Arthur Houte and a brave band of 
militants he set out to implement a 
plan of Christian social action. Be- 
cause of his war service he obtained 
a position as director of technical 
services, a municipal job which 
brought him into constant contact 
with the administration. Strong in his 
own convictions and solid in doctrine, 
he was able to extend to them a 
genuine sympathy and profound char- 
ity which disarms all opposition. A 
future Marxist member of parlaiment 
said of him: “It comes to this: you 
have thought along the lines of Sillon, 
Christian unionism; you’ve followed 
Christ. This makes sense, But I have 
taken another path. But both of us 
desire above all the good of the 
people.” 

But how could anyone help but 
love this handsome young man, tall, 
with a broad forehead and luminous 
eyes that bespoke his ideals, with in- 
fectious gaity and childlike candor? 
He had a beautiful voice with which 
he sang the old marching songs and 
ballads of peace and _ reconciliation 
between old enemies. In the casual 
gatherings of the townspeople he thus 
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had his pulpit to preach disarmament, || 
the oneness of human kind and to 
speak his hope that someday the 
security of cannons would give place § 
to the true security of love. 


Joseph was on the ground floor 
of the founding of the French Con- 
feration of Christian Workers. In his \j 
own town he brought it to full glory. | 
He established a cooperative story, an 
insurance society, a credit union, a/ 
workers eating place and set afoot. 
such educational programs for workers « 
that Halluin became the show place ¢ 
of Christian unionism in France. : 
Across the whole of France the march- 4 
ing songs of the Christian Workers § 
and the chants of the militant union- 7 
ists were heard. They were singing : 
the songs composed by that bard of | 
Halluin, Joseph Declerq. At a con- | 
gress of workers in Paris he himself 
led the throng in singing those words | 
of fraternity and peace. 


Bae THIS intense activity there ¢ 
glowed an authentic interior life. 
Very early in life Joseph had dis- | 
covered St. Francis. Between the ¢ 
Poverello and himself there was such (/ 
natural rapport. He entered the Third «| 
Order and was always one of its most \] 
devoted members. Shortly before his : 
death he remarked that the only way } 
to escape dissipation amids such ac- | 
tivities is to fill oneself with the spirit» 
of the Gospel. “To live the religious 
life in the world, isn’t this the most) 
effective way of returning the world) 
to Christ? And, then, brotherhood, ! 
the dignity of little people, peace, can 
they be learned anywhere else than} 
in the school of St. Francis?” | 
When Joseph Declerq said those \/ 
words he was confined to bed with} 
his final illness. For two years he lay} 
there in pain. He loved to speak of} 
(See page 126) 


Coustitution Commentary \V 


The Spirit of Poverty in Private Property 


oOW HILE THE MEMBERS may pru- 
dently provide for their present and 
future needs, they should be imbued 
with the spirit of poverty, and should 
endeavor to disengage their hearts 
rom the things of this world. They 
should bear in mind that they will 
be children of the Seraphic Patriarch 
only insofar as they foster this spirit 
of mortification” Art. 46. 

To understand the role that the 
spirit of poverty will play in our lives, 
‘we must understand the role of pri- 
vate property. We might ask our- 
selves whether or not it is nature for 
man to possess external things. 

The imperfect is always for the sake 
of the perfect. External things can be 
considered in two ways. First, as re- 
gards their nature, and this is not 
subject to the nature of man, but only 
to the power of God, whose mere will 
all things obey. Secondly, as regards 
their use, and in this way, man has 
a natural dominion over external 
things, because, by his reason and will, 
he is able to use them for his own 
profit, as they were made on his ac- 
count. 

Moreover, this natural dominion of 
man over other creatures is shown 
forth in man’s creation by the the 
words: “Let us make man to Our 
image and likeness, and let him have 
dominion over the fishes of the sea...” 


i Pa Leo XIII speaks about private 
property in his encyclical on labor: 
“When a man engages in remuner- 
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ative labor, the very reason and motive 
of his work is to obtain property and 
to hold it as his own private possession. 
It is in the power of disposal that 
ownership consists. By nature, every 
man has the right to possess property 
as his own, This is one of the chief 
points of distinction between man 
and animal, for man, by his reason, 
has power of self direction, and de- 
termination of action, by choice, to his 
advantage. 

“Man, being the master of his acts, 
governs himself by the foresight of 
his counsel, under the eternal law of 
the power of God, whose providence 
governs all things. 

“Therefore man can possess prod- 
ucts of the earth for of these he can 
make provision for the future needs 
which will recur. Nature offers man 
an unfailing storehouse for his daily 
wants. God has given the earth to the 
use and enjoyment of the universal 
human race. No particular part has 
been assigned specifically, but limits of 
law of possession have been left to 
be fixed by man’s own industry and 
laws of individual peoples. It is clear 
that personal property is necessary.” 

Pope Leo XIII enumerates the rea- 
sons why the basic tenet of Socialism, 
the community of goods, must be re- 
jected 

a) it would injure those whom 

it is intended to benefit by dis- 
turbing all classes of citizens 
and subjecting them to intoler- 
able slavery; 


b) it would be contrary to na- 
tural rights, and open the 
door to envy and quarreling; 

c) it would introduce confusion 
and disorder to the common- 
wealth for no one would have 
any interest in exerting talents 
or industry. The ideal equal- 
ity, would be leveling down 

of all to the condition of 
misery and dishonor. 

“They should, accordingly, take 
care that in acquiring and enjoying 
temporal goods they commit no sin, 
rather they should share these things 
willingly with their neighbors, mindful 
that God has bestowed upon them all 
temporal things, even private goods, 
not only for their own advantage, but 
also to be administered well for social 


(Art. 47). 


W: HAVE A PERSONAL obligation to 
provide for ourselves and families, but 
we must beware of hoarding, as it 
were. St. Luke 12, 13-34 writes of 
Christ’s saying to the multitude: Look 
well and keep yourselves clear of all 
covetousness. A man’s life does not 
consist in having more 
than he needs. . . Sell what you have, 
and give alms, so providing yourselves 
with a purse that time 
holes in, an 
laid up in 


comes 


possessions 


cannot wear 
inexhaustible 
heaven 


treasure 
where no thief 
no moth consumes. 
With this reference to the giving 
of alms, we may 


near, 


inquire as to the 

account of corporal alms to spiritual 

alms. Saint Thomas shows us that 

there are two ways of comparing these 

alms-deeds. First-—spiritual almsgiving 

holds first place for three reasons: 
1) the offering is more excellent 
since it is a spiritual gift which 
surpasses a corporal gift. 

2) it is greater to look after your 
neighbor’s spirit than body. 

J) of the act itself, spiritual acts 
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are more excellent than corpor. 
acts. 


is with regard to some particular cz Case 
It is in this way that corporal al 
excel some spiritual alms. For 
stance, a man in hunger to be fe 
rather than instructed, although © 
latter is better simply. 
“It is clearly the mind of thi 
Church, however, that individual t 
tiaries engage in work for the better 
ment of social and _ political life 
through their spiritual formation, « ; 
ample, and activity. Really, the Thiri 
Order is well fitted for the task ¢ 
adjusting the relations between thi} 
rich and the poor. ‘Basing itself on 
this firm conviction, that poverty is 
not without a dignity of its own: 
while the rich man is bound to 
compassionate and generous, the poor 
man should be content with his lef 
and with the fruits of his labors: anw 
since neither was born to live for suck 
changeable things, the one must mak} 
his way to heaven by patience, thi 
other by liberality’ (Art. 76). 
In The Portrait of Leon Bloy, FE 
T. DuBois notes that what strikes 
Bloy in the poor more than their lac« 
of the essentials of daily life 1 
their moral and social degradatiom 
Society attributes vices and vulgaritie: 
to them simply because they are poow 
In the .words of Christ, “The pooy 
you always have with you, 3 Blov 
warns that true charity gives even 
the giver becomes poor himself bf 
parting with everything. 


ie IS STATED in Art. 76 that Thir¢ 
Order tertiaries are well fitted for ad) 
justing the relations between the sic} 
and the poor. How is this to be done| 
Leon Bloy, aware of social injustices 


(See page 126) 
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he Franciscans, Alexandre Masseron and 
arion A. Habig O.F.M. Franciscan 
-erald Press, $5.95. 

Saint Francis of Assisi founded three 
eat Orders: the First Order, or Friars 
inor, in 1209; the Second Order, or Poor 
lares, as they have come to be called, 
1212; the Third Order, or the Order 
Penance, primarily for people living 
the world, soon after he had founded 
e First Order, perhaps as early as 1209. 
uring the course of time the First Order 
ew into three branches: the Friars 
inor, the Friars Minor Conventual, the 
riars Minor Capuchin. It is the compli- 
ated history of this great family of Fran- 
iscans that is told in this new popular 
istory entitled simply The Franciscans. 
The nucleus of the present volume ap- 
eared in French back in 1931 under the 
tle Les Franciscains, the work of a lay- 
ian, Alexandre Masseron. Almost im- 
1ediately it came out in an English trans- 
ition in London and very soon thereafter 
1 New York. The first part of the present 
olume is a re-editing of the first part of 
1e original with but few changes. This 
rst part tells summarily the history of 
1e founding of the First Order and its 
ibsequent development into three great 
ranches. The second part, which describes 
1e life of the Friars Minor, is a rather 
10rough revision of the second part of the 
riginal. To these two parts Father Marion 
labig O.F.M., the editor and co-author 
f the present volume, has added an en- 
rely new third part to tell the history 
f the Poor Clares and of the Third Order, 
oth regular and secular. The book is lib- 
rally supplied with tables and summaries 
at give a brief oversight of the history 
f the Franciscans and of the work they 
re doing especially in the English speaking 
arts of the world. Two appendixes round 
ut the volume to give a list of the Fran- 
scan Orders and Congregations through- 
it the world and a bibliography of English 
ranciscana, 
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In a volume like this, the history, of 
course, is necessarily only outline in extent. 
Nevertheless, the book is an _ excellent 
introduction to the history of the three 
Orders of Saint Francis for those who are 
not too well acquainted with these Orders 
and an excellent summary of that history 
for those who have already delved morc 
deeply into that history. The chapter of 
greatest interest, perhaps, to Franciscans 
and Non-Franciscans is the ninth chapter 
which gives an extremely sensitive and 
penetrating analysis of the Franciscan spirit. 
The final chapter on the history of the 
Third Order Secular is a particularly im- 
portant contribution in view of the urgent 
need for such a history. All will find the 
book a scholarly single-volume encyclopedia 
of things Franciscan and a valuable addi- 
tion to the growing list of Franciscana in 
the English language. 


Fry Placid Hermann, O.F.M. 


National Catholic Almanac, Doubleday, St. 
Anthony Guild, $2.75. 

Fr. Felician Foy has done his usual 
expert editing of the National Catholic 
Almanac. There are almost seven hundred 
pages of finely printed material covering 
a multitude of subjects. The index alone 
covers forty three pages. In addition to 
the customary topics of this annual, the 
new edition discusses World Population and 
Food Supply, Ethics of the Advertising 
Profession and Biography of Pope John 
XXIII. The Almanac is comprehensive and 
readable. ° 


Norms for the Novel, Harold Gardiner, S. 
J. Hanover House, $2.95. 

Fr. Gardiner has completely revised and 
brought up to date his definitive study 
on the relation of morality and the novel. 
He discusses such topics as Norm of Ob- 
jective Charity, Objectionable Parts and 
the Total Effect, Recognition of Sin, De- 
tailed Description of Sin and Fiction and 
the Art of Living. e 
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“While you are proclaiming peace with your 
lips, be careful to have it even more fully 
in your heart. Nobody should be roused to 
wrath or insult on your account. Everyone 
should rather be moved to peace, goodwill and 
mercy as a result of your self-restraint. 
For we have been called for the purpose of 
healing the wounded, binding up those who 
are bruised, and reclaiming the erring. Many 
a person may seem to us a child of the Devil, 
that will one day be a desciple of Christ.” 
—St. Francis of Assisi 


St. Pranccs of -$ss¢sé—XIV 


by. Col. W. Boss, Tertiary 


S.. Francis AND Brother Illuminato The Sultan took Francis to a win-? 
walked hand clasped in hand, towards — dow and pointed to the crowds pro-¥ 
the camp of the Infidels and what ceeding to and from the tents of the! 
seemed like certain martyrdom. Saracen army. “If you went out | 
It was a miracle that they were amongst those people without pro-?/ 
not slain, for the Sultan had promised tection,’ he said, “they would tear | 
a gold coin for the head of every you to pieces, And if I became aé 
Christian brought to him. Christian they would tear me _ to¢ 
As they went forward and came pieces, too.” : 
closer to the Infidel lines, Francis kept When he summoned Francis the 
calling “Soldan, Soldan” to indicate next time, he had a little joke pre-: 
that he wished to be taken to the pared. He had a large Oriental car- 
Sultan, The two men were seized by pet, whose pattern was all crosses, laid ° 
the soldiers and taken to General before his throne. And he pointed out | 
Headquarters where they were brought to his staff that if Francis walked on’ 
before the Sultan. the crosses he insulted his God, and: 
It was not long before the native if he refused to do so, he insulted | 
charm of Francis, his earnestness, his the Sultan. 
extraordinary love for his fellow-men, Francis came into the room and} 


and his spiritual fervor began to in- 
terest the Sultan. He suggested that 
Francis remain permanently at his 
court, 

“That I will willingly do,” replied 
Francis, “if you and your people will 
accept Christianity.” 
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he saw the carpet with the crosses, | 
and saw how the Sultan was trying} 
to trick him. He immediately walked 
over the carpet to the Sultan’s throne. 

“How now, Francis,” laughed the 
Sultan. “Do you not see what you 
have done? You have trodden upon: 
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e emblem of your religion.” 

“Ah, Majesty,” replied Francis, 
there were three crosses on Calvary, 
ne belonging to the Savior of the 
orld, and the other two to two 
obbers. Ours is the true cross, so 
ese of yours must be the others.” 
It is recorded that the two Brothers 
tayed for several days in the Sara- 
ens camp talking with the Sultan 
nd his staff. 

According to one story, Francis 
sked the Sultan to have a great’ fire 
ighted and said he would walk 
rough the fire, providing the Sultan 
ould promise to become a Christian 
he came out of the fire unharmed. 
But,” said Francis, “if I am burned, 
pute it to my sins, and if the divine 
ower protects me, acknowledge my 
uord to be the true God and Savior 
peel”? 
| The Sultan would not agree to the 
est, but he asked Francis to pray for 
nim—*that God may reveal to me 
vhich faith is the most pleasing to 
im.” 

Finally, the Sultan gave Francis 
hree documents: A license to preach 
o the troops, a safe conduct out of 
he camp, and a passport to all the 
oly places in Palestine. So Francis 
‘ot through his message of love a right 
hat the whole armies of Crusaders 
ould not win—the right to travel 
vherever he wished in the Holy Land. 


N. ONE KNOWS HOw long St. Fran- 
is stayed in the Holy Land, but one 
nay be sure that he walked with his 
reams in the steps of his Lord and 
Aaster. Certain it is that he wan- 
ered, day after day, up and down 
he Via Dolorosa in Jerusalem with 
ears in his eyes, trying to picture the 
cene of twelve hundred years before. 
Sometimes I try to imagine St. 
‘rancis going to each of the places 
epicted in the Stations of the Cross, 
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with tears streaming down his cheeks, 
as he relived the sufferings of his 
Lord. 


And I think that even as Jesus 
said to the women of Jerusalem, 
“Weep not for me”—even so he must 
have said to Francis—“Don’t weep 
for me, Francis. Don’t you see that if 
I can let them hammer the nails into 
my hands and my feet without com- 
plaining—and still loving them, I have 
won the victory. The victory of these 


‘men is’ for a little while only. My 


victory is for time and eternity.” 


And Francis would say, “Lord, I 
weep for the pain you endured for 
me. I want my cross, too.” 


His prayer was answered, for he 
got his cross while he was in the Holy 
Land. He contracted a disease of the 
eyes, and in addition, word reached 
him that during his absence, some of 
the Friars Minor wished to amend 
his famous First Rule, on three 
grounds: 

1. They wished to own property in 
common, such as monasteries, 
churches, schools and hospitals. 

2. They wished to back the discipline 
of love, with the discipline of force, 
and to institute corporal punish- 
ments, 

3. They wished to attend universities 
and take degrees; they wished to 
be eligible for preferment as bis- 
hops and cardinals. 

Now what were the views of Fran- 
cis on these questions? 


Poverty 

He felt that he must hold the place 
that he had made for Holy Poverty. 
It was the very keystone of his Order. 
Had not Christ chosen poverty, born 
in a manger among the animals, had 
to borrow a coin to teach a lesson, beg 
a room for his last meal, and at last 
been laid to rest in a borrowed tomb? 
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Discipline 

Christ had not controlled his Dis- 
ciples by punishment. Even to Judas 
who betrayed Him, He had only said, 
“What thou doest, do quickly.” Dis- 
cipline willingly accepted was lovely, 
but discipline with force he did not 
like. 

Learning 

Francis saw all around him a craze 
for learning. There were eight new 
universities established in the first fifty 
years of the 13th century. And he 
noticed that it was because of this 
learning that heresies were springing 
up. More than forty heretical sects 
had been formed. He was suspicious 
of superficial learning. His principal 
objection was not to learning itself 
but to the prideful use of scholastic 
degrees—a kind of spiritual proprie- 
torship in bargaining with a degree 
as a man would bargain with money. 

Francis believed—“A man’s know- 
ledge is as great as his deeds,” and 
“Learning flatters a man that it is 
both wisdom and knowledged; alone 
it is neither.” 

He believed that love alone could 
win man, “There is a defense against 
learning,” he said, “But there is no 
defense against love.” 

So, sorrowfully he said Goodbye to 
the Holy Land and set out for Italy 
to win the Brothers back to his famous 
rule. 


CONSTITUTION 
(From page 122) 


says that unlike socialists who attack 
the uneven distribution of wealth, 
Christians should perceive the inti- 
mate relation of all the members of 
the Mystical Body of Christ. Legally, 
the poor have rights, but in practice 
they are treated as if they had none. 
Illustrative of this point, in the book, 
Line Woman Who Was Poor, by Leon 
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Bloy, we meet Leopold and Clotilde. 
These two people were victims of the 
law which was made for the rich. 

Bloy speaks of two aspects of poy- 
erty—poverty of want and poverty of 
loneliness, We must be aware of both 
types of poverty, and extend our 
charity, our love, and our aid, be it 
material or spiritual, whenever we en- 
counter such poverty. 

“Tt is clearly the mind of the 
Church, however, that individual ter- _ 
tiaries engage in work for the better- 
ment of social and political life. 
through their spiritual formation, ex- 
ample, and activity” (Art. 76). It is 
in considering this well that we may 
strive toward personal Christian per- 
fection. 

In such matter, we can be the force 
which, in accordance with our per- 
sonal station in life, can influence the 
world in the practice of life accord- 
ing to the Gospels. 


Fr. Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 


in collaboration with 
College Fraternities. 


BARD OF HALLUIN 
(From page 120) 

the old days and felt so happy that 
the foundation had been laid, that 
all the new movements were founded 
solidly on the social doctrine of the 
Church. Age and suffering immobil- 
ized him. It purified him. But it never 
robbed him of that charm of manner 
that flowed from a sincere love of 
his fellowman. 


His funeral Mass brought together 
an unlikely crowd. Dignified officials, 
dirty beggars, clerical dignitraies, com- 
munists, socialists, the village atheists | 
—they were all there to testify how 
this son of St. Francis had opened 
all hearts and led them to unity in 
love. 
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N EWSLETTER (Continued ) 


a DELEGATES to the Congress are coming from all parts of the 
world—from pole to pole, and from every country. They will meet to 
exchange ideas, to discuss mutual problems and to become acquainted and 
cement friendships. 

1500 years ago in the days of St. Benedict of Nursia, the Church had the 
task of carrying over to the world of its time the light of human wisdom 
,and the respect for the Faith. Today the very same task is at hand. Every 
‘single tertiary must be made to understand that the call to follow St. 
Francis in the evangelical life must be what his son on the Throne of Peter 
has expressed in initiating the International Eucharistic Congress: “Omnia 
instaurare in Christo”—to restore all things in Christ! . 

With this thought in mind the Franciscan Congress in Munich is planned 
in conjunction with the Eucharistic Congress. 

For two days the Franciscan Congress will be held. On August 1, 1960, 
the congress will take up the discussion of fundamental issues and problems 
and the practical matters of the direction of the Third Order. 

On August 2, 1960, the feast of the Portiuncula, is a day of special ob- 
servance and celebration on which a General Chapter of the Tertiaries 
will be held; in which the Ministers General will take part with Cardinal 
_Dopfner of Berlin and other tertiary bishops who will be present. 
| Some of the main topics have already been assigned to individual speakers 
_and to teams from various countries. Father Maximus Poppy, for instance, 
will be on the team with the editor of Bruder Franz, Fr. Leopold Kotts- 
_pieper O.F.M. to discuss the subject of the “Expansion and Intensification 
of the Franciscan Press.” Other American friars will also join this team 
to discuss this topic. 

“The International Cooperation in the Third Order” is a special subject 
which will be under the chairmanship of Fr. Erwin Eillers O.F.M., Ph.D. 
This important topic is designed to bring the Third Order together in the 
various aspects of its activities and especially the youth of the Third Order. 

Finally the subject of the Third Order’s role in the mission fields will 
be taken up. This is addressed especially to the tertiaries who are to heed 
the command: “Go into the whole world.” A mission for the whole world 
was the goal of St. Francis’ life and work. 

An “Open House” at which Francisean literature from all over the world 
will be displayed, will be had at the St. Ann’s Franciscan Monastery from 
July 30 to August 10. This will provide a meeting place for the tertiaries 
and directors so that group meetings and group discussions can be arranged. 

The Franciscan World Congress under the protection of the International 
Eucharistic Congress should have as its objective the ardent desire of St. 
Francis which Pope St. Pius X expressed so succinctly. To Restore All Things 
in Christ, and That they may be one! Ut omnes unum sint! 

Send all communications for reservations and accommodations to: 


Franziskanische Begegnung von Muenchen 1960 
Lokalkomitee 
22, Widenmayerstrasse 34/11 
Muenchen, Germany 
You may correspond in English. 
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Miracle at Fatima, Wilhelm Hunermann, 

Kenedy $3.95. 

This is a fictionized account of the 
events of Fatima. The author has been 
careful, however, to adhere strictly to the 
historical facts. They are all there—the 
apparitions, the misunderstanding, the un- 
belief, the persecution and suffering of the 
children. These are interwoven like a pat- 
tern in a tapestry and the result is a book 
that carries the story of Fatima in a 
graphic way. ° 


Paulist Press is beginning an important 
series of seventy-five cent pamphlets en- 
titled Pamphlet Bible Stories. Issued month- 
ly until the Old and New Testament is 
covered, these pamphlets have three dis- 
tinctive features—each contains a com- 
mentary on a portion of the Bible, the 
biblical text itself and a helpful self-teach- 
ing quiz. From time to time the project 
calls for an auxiliary pamphlet without 
biblical text which will give a more gen- 
cral view of biblical literature. Individual 
pamphlets may be obtained separately or 
by annual subscription. The first two give 
an introduction to the Pentateuch and a 
treatise on the book of Genesis. Auspicious 
beginning. ° 


Franciscan Publishers, Pulaski, Wisconsin 
issued a series of twenty-five cent 
pamphlets. Three are by Florence Wedge, 
God and Your Worries, God and Your 
Sins, and God and Your Lonely Hearts. 
All are done in that breezy, wide eyed 
style for which Florence Wedge is well 
known. Lynn Alexander has more Letters 
to Lynn which is about “getting along with 
friends,” John Scott S.J., The King Is 
Your Brother, and Raymond Sonnek 
O.F.M., Litany of the Holy Name com- 
plete the list. All pamphlets have attrac- 
tive multi-colored covers. ° 


new 


Reading List for Spiritual Formation 4() 
pages edited by Franciscan Herald Press, 
50c. Franciscan Herald Press, 1434 W. 51 
St., Chicago 9, IIl. 


i414] CLOGGED SEWERS 


fquk&j CLEANED INSTANTLY 
)W SAVES PLUMBING BILLS 


Anyone can trigger new Flush Gun shoot- 
ing air & water impact on difficult stop- 
pages in pipe 12” to 6”; Rags, Grease, 
and Roots melt away wher 
mer-blow 


als, Bath- 
y effective 

ir running ve Costly 
Plumbing Bills or start your own Busi- 
ness. Tear out Ad now & write address be- 
side it for FREE BOOKLET or phone Kil- 
dare 5-1702, Miller Sewer Rod. Dept, LA-4. 
4642 N. Central Ave., Chicago 30; I 
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Obituaries 


Rey. Peter Witoslawski, O.F.M. 

Sr. Bernardine Shuck (Maryville, Mo.)|.{ 
Sr. Maura Wirth (Milwaukee 81), Sr. Leo: 
netta West (Dubuque), Sr. Euphemidg) 
Dietzler (Wheaton), Sr. Epiphania Dorr; 
mann (Hartwell), Srs. Digna Spetsmanni 
Milburgis Schwaer, Maristella Scshultejanrp 
(Joliet), Srs. Lucia Galles, Innocent Freye 
(Rochester, Minn.). Sr. Berenice Beck 
(Wheaton), Sr. Agnella Witteman (Joliet) 
Altoona: Collette Guiney, Mary Barron— 
Bloomington, Ill.: Josephine Moore—Chia 
cago: William Ory, John Brennan, Anne 
Cooke, Hannah Sanders—Cincinnati: Stell2 
O’Donnel, Kathryn Rosswinkel, Mary Petz-: 
hold, Mary Kistner, Regina Bitter, Cather- 
ine Vonderbrink, Helen Schneider—Cleve-i 
land: Anna Okray, Katherine Vamosi3 
Blanche Schroeder, Veronica Wancho, Marya 
Nemeth, Elizabeth Waldron—Dayton: Eliz~ 
abeth Glueckert, Mary Hughes—Detroit | 
Charles Lawrence, Virginia Smith, Lotis! 
DesRosiers—Emporia, Kan.: Anna Erpeld~ 
ing — Escanaba, Mich.: Virginia Cabilott! 
Rose Kundinger—Hamilton, O.: Emma Ja: 
cobs, Minnie Marr—Houston: Lydia Collins’ 
—Lafayette, Ind.: Mary Lemper—Lansing, 
Mich.: Gore, Andrew Risley, Dr.'| 
Thomas Costigan, Derva’Peez, Julia Glo-} 
wacki— Louisville: Anna Gruber, Berthaa) 
Zoeller, Mary Ann Hoffman—Los Angeles =| 
Catherine Brunn, Mary Harrington, Ther. 
est A. Johnson, Owen Fisk, Catherine Mc-) 
Catherine Wilkinson — Milwaukee:2 
Margaret Johnson, Margaret Doolan, Mary” 
Boyle, Mary Moran, Rosa Seemann, Annas 
Clara Trossen Oshkosh:1 
Drexler — Paterson: Palma Gui-i 
Mary Shea, Anna Marenus—Pipe-? 
stone, Minn.: Margaret Frahun—St. Ber-r 
nard, O.: Frank Hartmann — St. Louis:} 
Many Canty, Mary Dunne, Mary Pudlow-) 
ski, Theresa Girando, Sophie Kurlandski—} 
St. Paul: Sophia Gierok, Christina Gillen,) 
Katherine Hierstetter, Mary Schneider,; 
Regina Stewart, Anna Thill, Frances Thiry,) 
Michael Wolkerstorfer, Catherine Barry, 
Elizabeth Blesener, Ida Hammond, Cath- 
erine Hamper, Angela McNally, Dorothy} 
Slattery—Streator, Ill.: George Hollenbeck, } 


Mayme Piaszek—Waterloo: Mrs. George| 
Barry. 
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Send the words of 
St. Francis winging 
mto millions 
“of homes 


over TV. 


You can help put The Hour of St. Francis on 


television screens all over America 


St. Francis were alive today, he would be on TV—a 20th century apostolate and medium 
reaches 155 million people daily. Television is second only to personal contact in com- 


+> is FREE!—since it is a public service program. (It is planned to produce cycles of 13 
s at a time—the first series is already in production.) Here is a golden opportunity to 
‘ken and increase the spirituality of the people—to bring a Franciscan message into eight 
of ten American homes—to spread news of the works of the Third Order of St. Francis. 


i week, we can reach more souls on TV than many missionaries could talk to in a lifetime! 


TV MISSIONARY PLAN 


parete be eres The Hour of St. Francis 
i) 


218 E. 12th Street 
Los Angeles 15, California 


Dear Fathers: I wish to be a TV Missionary and 
help send the word of St. Francis winging into 
millions of homes over TV. 


My contribution is (check one): 


ormore or 


ae 3. Give $1 a month 


oly Mass is being offered daily at the 
. of St. Francis for the success of this 
} Century Apostolate, and for the inten- 
of all who participate in making St. 
cis alive on TV today. TV_ Missionaries 
}g $25.00 or more a year will also receive 
autifully illuminated scroll of the Peace 
rer of St. Francis (in full color), size 


$ As an annual sponsor $2 a mont 


I enclose $ $1 a mont 


> oS 
Cee ee EE EE A Me Se Ree 


Hx 14”. Name = - 

| your contribution to The Hour of St. 

cis, 218 East {2th Street, Los Angeles Address. 

California. 

} Hour of St. Francis has made tre- City. oa Zone State 
,dous progress in radio, but now : 

must add the greater instrument Fraternity. 


elevision. 


FRANCISCAN HERALD AND FORUM 
14384 West 5lst Street 
Chicago 9, Illinois 


Miss Clare V Hale 


3425 Harper St 
Oakland 1 
60 AP 


Outstanding Gift Books* 


THE CHANGING HEART 

By Chrysostom Dukker O.F.M. Translated by 
Bruce Malina O.F.M. The life of St. Francis is 
related to the central theme of ‘“‘Penance’”—the 
changing heart from “me-centeredness to Thee- 
centeredness.” $3.00 


THE FRANCISCANS 
By Alexander Masseron. Revised by Marion 
Habig O.F.M. A popular history of the Fran- 
ciscan Order by a noted author and revised 
by Father Habig. The first full report on all 
branches of English-speaking Franciscans: 
priests, brothers, sisters of all branches. $5.95 


THE ART OF PRAYER 

By Martial Lekeux O.F.M. Translated by Paul J. 
Oligny O.F.M. “The style is so simple that it 
can be understood by the most unlearned, and 
that at the risk of appearing to be somewhat 
puerile. I have,”’ says the author, “‘sacrificed art 
for utility in the hope that the book will bear 
more fruit.” $5.00 


THE VOICE OF YOUR FATHER 
By Martin Wolter O.F.M. One-page thumb-nail 
meditations for each day of the year based on 


Franecisean Herald Press 


1434 WEST FIFTY-FIRST STREET 


Fa 
ENTERED AS SECOND CLASS 1 
AT CHICAGO Post OFFICE | 


| 


Calif . aA 


the sayings and writings of St. Francis. Ha 
pocket edition which can be used by Pri 
brothers and sisters and tertiaries. s 


For your special attention 


FRANCISCAN BOOK OF SAINTS 

By Marion A. Habig O.F.M. “Not only won! 
while spiritual reading in general, but a ret 
able guide to Franciscan hagiography in py 
ticular.’"—The Critic. 1,007 pages, a sai 
for each day, with three-point meditation a 
liturgical prayer, illustrated by Kelly Freas. 
$12| 

DeLuxe $15 


| 


APOSTLE OF TWO WORLDS 

By Romain Legare O.F.M. Translated by Rap 
Brown. The first full length life of good Fa 
Janssoone O.F.M. of Canada and the Holy LI 


NOTHING FOR YOUR JOURNEY 
By Efrem Bettoni. A general synthesis of } 
ciscan thought based on the works of St. BF 
venture and Bl. John Duns Scotus. 


*the Year Round 


CHICAGO 9, ILLIN 


